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This section will point you towards tools and methodologies that can ease this process. 
 
Cloud migration tools ensure you do not need to suffer alone while carrying out the migration, 
providing the help your business needs to complete a migration.  
 

Choosing a Cloud Migration Tool 
 
Most cloud service providers will offer these migration tools as a stand-alone extra when you 
join their cloud at a fixed monthly rate, but it is sensible to search the market for third-party 
alternatives that better fit the needs and budget of your business. 
 
When choosing a cloud migration tool, there are several aspects to consider. Firstly, you should 
look into the efficiency with which the tool can transfer data. The tool should have a proven 
track record for quickly uploading data onto the cloud and downloading it from 
the cloud. Furthermore, if the tool 
comes with continuous data 
replication, you will be able to duplicate 
your data in every place needed. 
 
Next, a user-friendly central hub 
showing the progress of all migrations 
will smooth over the process. With so 
many files being migrated, it is easy to 
lose track of your progress, and being 
able to observe it with a glance can be a 
lifesaver. 
 
While migrating to the cloud, you will also 
want to ensure that your business can keep 
running. Downtime can kill your productivity and frustrate customers. Some cloud migration 
tools prioritise the ability to migrate without downtime, and you may want to look for one that 
does this. 
 
Another aspect to consider is security. With so many files moving around, migration is a 
comparatively easy time for hackers to access your data. Look for a migration tool with built-in 
validation systems to ensure only authorised users get a window into the migration. 
 
Finally, you should ensure the migration tool fits within your budget. Double-check the monthly 
rate and ensure the tool has no hidden charges that will catch your business out.  
 

Finding Your Business' Future in 
the Cloud 
 

There is no doubt the future of business data storage lies with the cloud, 
and the first step to joining this future is moving all of your company's data 

onto the cloud. When you go through the process, make sure to use the 
information held in this Guide to Cloud Migration to ensure your migration is as 
seamless as possible.  
 

use on top of that. This pricing system allows your business to 
reserve more space but pay substantially less for any room they do 
not use. 

 
When researching providers, your business should accurately audit the 

amount of space they will require and the likelihood of this space growing 
and then choosing a pricing strategy accordingly. 
 

Cybersecurity 
 

When your business migrates onto the cloud, it hands over data to a third party 
and trusts that they will store it responsibly. Sadly, this has not always been the 

case, and cloud data breaches often occur. A study by 451 Research found that 40% 
of organisations are hit by a cloud data breach a year. 

 
Therefore, when choosing your cloud provider, ensure you select one that utilises 
next-generation cloud security measures. The most notable of these is AI and machine 
learning which can hunt for signs a hacker is attempting or has already gained access to your 
cloud. It is also vital to look into the history of your cloud provider and ensure they do not have a 
history of data breaches.  
 
If your business can find a cloud storage solution capable of protecting your data, it will likely 
join the 94% of cloud computing businesses who feel the cloud has improved their tech 
security.  
 

Productivity 
 
The cloud isn't just about storing data securely and cheaply. It can also increase the 
productivity and collaborative potential of your workers.  
 
Excellent cloud providers will connect your cloud data to their productivity suites, allowing your 
team to collaborate in real-time on documents. Gone are the days of endlessly emailing files 
back and forth.  
 
You can also further boost your cloud-assisted 
productivity by choosing a cloud that fits well with your 
business architecture. If your company uses a particular 
company's applications, adding their cloud to your 
software portfolio will ensure that you do not run 
into any compatibility issues.  
 

Cloud Migration 
Tools 
 
The final step of cloud migration comes 
after you have chosen your cloud provider when 
you must finally transfer all of your data to the 
cloud. Your company will likely have hundreds of 
terabytes to transfer, which can be a daunting task. 

a public cloud, all your data will be held within public data 
centres. A good metaphor for the public cloud is a big 
apartment block in which you are one of thousands of 
tenants.  
 
The public cloud has become the most popular 
way to do cloud computing because it is cheap, 
scalable, and reliable. Your business will not have 
to worry about maintenance, which will all be done by 
the cloud provider's IT team. All good clouds will 
have the best specialists available, keeping them 
operational so your business will rarely face 
downtime. Finally, because of how large public 
clouds are, you will have near-unlimited 
scalability when your business grows. Simply 
plug more data in and pay a slightly higher bill. 
 
Despite these benefits, some businesses shy away 
from the public cloud because of the potential 
cybersecurity risk your data will be under. Cyber 
security expert, Kelly Sheridan has noted the theft of 
public cloud keys to access data or computational power to mine 
cryptocurrency. 
 

Hybrid 
 
An increasingly popular alternative that provides the security of private clouds with the 
cost-effectiveness of public clouds is the hybrid cloud. In a hybrid cloud, most of your data is 
stored on a public cloud, while your business' most valuable and sensitive data is stored locally 
or on a private cloud.  
 

Choosing a Cloud Provider 
 
Once your business has chosen which type of cloud is most suitable, it can consider which 
cloud provider will be best. There are several areas for consideration, but the most important 
are cost-effectiveness, cybersecurity, and productivity. 
 

Costing 
 
Each cloud provider has an array of different ways to bill their customers, which can make 
comparing the costs across each provider challenging. Firstly, some use pay-as-you-go with 
no upfront costs, and your business pays per gigabyte per month.  
 
The polar opposite is reserved payment, where your business reserves the desired space for a 
set amount of time. The difficulty with this costing strategy is that there is little flexibility if 
your business runs out of space, and often you will have to make large upfront payments. 
 
Some providers have utilised the middle-ground via sustained-use pricing, providing 
customers with more elasticity. For this system, your business will pay to reserve 
computational and storage space for a period of time, and then will pay for exactly what they 
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The cloud computing market is soaring with unprecedented speed, and it is 
now everywhere. Many businesses are moving their data into the cloud to 

benefit from reduced hardware costs and heightened collaboration and 
productivity. This rapid buy-up of cloud storage has led to estimations that the cloud 

market will be worth $832 billion (£633 billion) by 2025. 
 

Discover the types of cloud available below and what you should watch for when your 
business is migrating onto the cloud. 
 

Types of Cloud  available for my business
 
Before you begin moving into the cloud, your business will need to work out which type of 
cloud is most suitable for its unique needs. Generally, the cloud is available in three types that 
all good cloud-computing providers will offer: private, public, and hybrid. 
 

Private 
 
Private clouds are premium and exclusive forms of cloud computing traditionally used by the 
most profitable companies that must work with vast quantities of data. Often, this usage is by 
financial services, who must ensure that their customers' data is adequately protected yet 
accessible at a moment's notice. Examples include Capitol One and Simple Pay. 
 
The private cloud appeals to these companies because they are the only company that has 
access to that cloud. Whether through their data centre or via a cloud provider allocating them 
space specifically for a private cloud, these businesses are confident that their data won't be 
visible to outsiders. 
 
You may be wondering why more companies don't invest in private clouds if they provide 
greater data protection. That is because of how 
expensive setting up and operating the private cloud 
is. If your business chooses to operate its own data 
centre, the set-up cost will be around £1.1 million and 
require a dedicated in-house IT team to set it up. 
Meanwhile, a private cloud will come with a premium 
price tag if you outsource to a cloud provider. 
 

Public 
 
For SMEs, a public cloud might be a more 
cost-effective alternative to access cloud computing. In 
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space specifically for a private cloud, these businesses are confident that their data won't be 
visible to outsiders. 
 
You may be wondering why more companies don't invest in private clouds if they provide 
greater data protection. That is because of how 
expensive setting up and operating the private cloud 
is. If your business chooses to operate its own data 
centre, the set-up cost will be around £1.1 million and 
require a dedicated in-house IT team to set it up. 
Meanwhile, a private cloud will come with a premium 
price tag if you outsource to a cloud provider. 
 

Public 
 
For SMEs, a public cloud might be a more 
cost-effective alternative to access cloud computing. In 
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